
Världen är liten. The world is small. The steamship, the train, and later the 
car and airplane made movement between the United States, Sweden, and 
Paris more accessible, and many Swedish and Swedish American artists made 
their way to the City of Light, an artistic center of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. For all who visited or called it home, Paris was a space 
for inspiration and a site of rapid artistic development, spurred by shifting 
urban, social, cultural, intellectual, and political environments. This exhibition 
considers Swedish and Swedish American artists in Augustana Teaching 
Museum of Art’s collections whose artistic practice brought them into dialogue 
with (and in some cases, against) Parisian Modernism.
 
The exhibition is in partnership with the Figge Art Museum’s exhibition French 
Moderns: Monet to Matisse, 1850–1950, a travelling exhibition on loan from the 
Brooklyn Museum, which includes works by artists such as József Rippl-Rónai, 
Giovanni Boldini, Lajos Tihanyi, Gabriele Münter, and Walter Sickert, who also 
traveled to Paris from abroad to engage with Parisian Modernism. In addition to 
our exhibition, French Moderns is a community-wide celebration of the period 
through exhibitions and programming by the Quad City Symphony Orchestra, 
Ballet Quad Cities, WQPT-TV, Creative Arts Academy, Nahant Marsh, Quad City 
Arts, Jewish Federation of the Quad Cities, and many more.
 
Mirroring the organization of French Moderns, this exhibition focuses on Swedish 
and Swedish American artists’ engagement with Landscape (upper gallery) and 
the Figure (lower gallery).
 
Acknowledgements:
Special thanks to Comet Blecha (’18, ATMA graphic designer), Lauren Clapp (’19, ATMA 
marketing and media assistant), Katherine Hellberg (ATMA preparator), Lisa Huntsha 
(Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center, archivist and librarian), and Chamanthi 
Weerantunga (WIU museum studies, ATMA graduate assistant) for their help in making this 
exhibition a success. This exhibition was curated by Katherine Hellberg and Dr. Claire Kovacs 
(ATMA director).
 
This exhibition is supported, in part, by a grant from

Media Sponsor:


