
CALL FOR RESPONSES 
 

The Augustana Teaching Museum of Art + the Midwest Writing Center invite you to submit 

a response poem influenced by A Time of the Phoenix, a poetry chapbook series edited by 

members of the Young Patriots Organization, and/or works included in Organize Your Own: 

the Politics and Poetics of Self-Determination Movements, an exhibition on view at the 

ATMA between August 25 – October 28, 2017 (gallery hours: Fridays-Saturdays, noon-4 

pm).  

 

Beginning in the late 1960s, the Young Patriots were a group of Appalachians who  

migrated to Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood and organized, joining with the Black Panther 

Party, Young Lords Organization, and Students for a Democratic Society to form the 

Rainbow Coalition, a multi-racial coalition organizing against racism, poverty and  

oppression. Learn more about the Rainbow Coalition here (http://www.youngpatriots-

rainbowcoalition.org/). 

 

Organize Your Own is a multi-city exhibition + event series that features new work by 

contemporary artists that responds to the work of the Rainbow Coalition, and considers 

how to ‘organize your own’ community in the contemporary moment. More information about 

the exhibition available here (https://organizeyourown.wordpress.com/).  

 

We welcome submissions by both emerging and established writers living within a 75 mile 

radius of the Quad Cities.  

 

Writers interested in reading their work are invited to participate in a poetry reading 

at the exhibition opening of Friday, August 25. The reception runs from 5-7 pm. The 

reading will begin at 6 pm.  

 

All participants are encouraged to create an audio recording of their work, so that it 

can be archived on the exhibition website. Recordings can be created at the Midwest 

Writing Center, between October 30 – November 10. Please contact Ryan Collins at the 

MWC directly to schedule a recording appointment (mwc@midwestwritingcenter.org).   

If you are interested in participating, please contact Claire Kovacs 

(clairekovacs@augustana.edu) for a pdf copy of A Time of the Phoenix. These copies are 

meant to be used solely for this project, and are not to be shared, printed, posted, or 

otherwise distributed.  

Authors will retain all copyright, but will allow the work to be recorded and archived 

on the exhibition website.  

 

If your work specifically responds to a work of art or a poem, please directly 

acknowledge the artist/writer and text/work.  

 

Not sure where to start? Check out some ideas on how to frame a response poem here 

(http://faculty.gvsu.edu/kanekot/coursedocs/responsepoem.htm) and here (http://

www.writersdigest.com/whats-new/golden-shovel-poetic-form).  

Other questions? Contact Claire Kovacs (clairekovacs@augustana.edu).  
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