
Hawk Moths (family sphingidae)
1. Tobacco Hornworm 
2. Pandora Sphinx
3. Hagen’s Sphinx
4. Waved Sphinx
5. Hermit Sphinx
6. Apple Sphinx
7. Abbot’s Pine Sphinx
8. Twin-spot Sphinx
9. Cerisy’s Sphinx
10. Blinded Sphinx
11. Small-eyed Sphinx
12. Walnut Sphinx
13. Modest Sphinx; Big Poplar Sphinx
14. Clear-wing Sphinx
15. Abbot’s Sphinx
16. Elm Sphinx
17. Lettered Sphinx
18. Nessus Sphinx
19. Grape-vine Sphinx/Hog Caterpillar
20. Azalea Sphinx
21. White-lined Sphinx

Underwing Moths (family noctuidae)
22. Idia lubricalis
23. Idia americalis
24. Green Clovenworm Moth
25. Melipotis jucunda
26. Zale lunata
27. Locust Underwing
28. Clover Looper
29. Texas Mocis
30. Catocala abbreviatella
31. The Sweetheart
32. Scarlet Underwing
33. Luciana Underwing
34. Oldwife Underwing
35. White Underwing
36. Glittering Underwing
37. Widow Underwing
38. Common Looper
39. Connected Looper
40. Celery Looper
41. Charadra deridens
42. Grape-vine Epimensis 
43. Eight-spotted Forester

Tiger Moths (family arctiinae)
44. Spotted Datana
45. Great Tiger Moth
46. Colona Moth
47. Orange Holomelina
48. Salt-marsh Caterpillar
49. Yellow Woollybear
50. Ruby Tiger Moth
51. Virgin Tiger Moth
52. Banded Tiger Moth
53. Tiger Moth
54. Pale Tiger Moth
55. Milkweed Tussock Moth
56. Yellow-collared Scape Moth

Giant Silk Worm Moths 
(family saturniidae)
57. Io Moth
58. Imperial Moth
59. Cecropia Moth
60. Polyphemus Moth
61. Luna Moth
62. Rosy Maple Moth
63. Honey Locust Moth

LOCAL MOTHS FROM THE AUGUSTANA ENTOMOLOGY COLLECTION

The Augustana Entomology Collection is made up of over 1,000 specimens, collected locally and 
nationally. 



Giant Silkworm Moths (family saturniidae): 
This family includes the largest moths in North America, and 
some of the largest lepidopterans in the world.  The largest 
moths in North America (Hyalophora) have a wingspread of about 
150 mm or more, and some tropical species of Attacus have a 
wingspread of about 250 mm. The smallest saturniids in North 
America have a wingspread of about 25 mm. Many members of 
this family are conspicuously or brightly colored, and many have 
translucent eyespots in the wings.  The antennae are feathery for 
about half or more of their length and are larger in the male than 
in the female.  The mouthparts are reduced, and the adults do 
not feed.  The females produce a sex pheromone that males can 
detect from long distances.  Many species fly mostly during the 
daylight hours or at dusk.

Source: Johnson and Triplehorn.  Borror and Delong’s Introduction to the Study of 
Insects.  7th ed. Brooks Cole Publishing, 2004



Tiger Moths (family arctiinae): 
This group contains the majority of the species in the family, and 
many are very common insects.  A few are occasionally rather 
distructive to trees and shrubs.  Many are very colorful and thus 
popular with collectors.  They are broadly distributed in 
temperate and tropical regions.

Most tiger moths are of small to medium size, and brightly 
spotted or banded.  Some are white or rather uniformly brownish.  
The wing venation is very similar to that in the Noctuidae, but the 
hind wing are usually fused to about the middle of the discal cell.  
These moths are principally nocturnal and, when at rest, hold the 
wings rooflike over the body.  The larvae are usually hairy, 
sometimes very.  The so-called woollybear caterpillars belong to 
this group.  The cocoons are made largely from the body hairs of 
the larvae.

Source: Johnson and Triplehorn.  Borror and Delong’s Introduction to the Study of 
Insects.  7th ed. Brooks Cole Publishing, 2004



Sphinx or Hawk Moths (family sphingidae): 
The hawk moths are medium sized to large, heavy-bodied moths 
with large, narrow front wings.  Some have a wingspread of 160 
mm or more.  The body is somewhat spindle shaped, tapering, and 
pointed both anteriorly and posteriorly. The antennae are slightly 
thickened in the middle or toward the tip. The proboscis in many 
species is very long, sometimes as long as the body or longer.  
There are about 125 species of sphingids in North America.

These moths are strong fliers and fly with a very rapid wing beat.  
Some are day-fliers, but most are active at dusk or twilight.  Most 
feed much like hummingbirds, hovering in front of a flower and 
extending their proboscis into it.  These moths are in fact 
sometimes called “Hummingbird moths,” and in many species 
the body is about the size of a hummingbird. Some species have 
large areas in the wings devoid of scales and are called “clearwing 
sphinx moths.” 

Source: Johnson and Triplehorn.  Borror and Delong’s Introduction to the Study of 
Insects.  7th ed. Brooks Cole Publishing, 2004



Underwing Moths (family noctuidae):  
This is the largest family in the order, with more than 2,900 
species in the United States and Canada.  These moths are 
mostly nocturnal in habit, and most moths attracted to lights at 
night belong to this family.

This group includes the underwings, relatively large and strikingly 
colored moths of the genus Catocala. They are forest or woodland 
species, and their larvae feed on the foliage of various trees.  The 
hind wings are usually brightly colored with concentric bands of 
red, yellow, or orange. At rest, the hind wings are concealed, and 
the front wings are colored much like the bark of the trees on 
which these moths usually rest.

Source: Johnson and Triplehorn.  Borror and Delong’s Introduction to the Study of 
Insects.  7th ed. Brooks Cole Publishing, 2004



DR. INGEMAR W. LARSON (1928-2011) was a member of the 
Biology Department faculty for twenty-nine years before he 
retired from the College in 1995. He was a graduate of Concordia 
College (Moorhead, MN), and received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees 
from Kansas State University. He taught at Oregon State 
University before joining the Augustana Faculty in 1966. Dr. 
Larson’s love of entomology spilled over to his students, including 
Dr. Florian Reyda (’95), a parasitologist who was so captivated by 
Dr. Larson’s teaching on parasites that he abandoned his plans to 
enroll in medical school, in favor of graduate work on parasitology. 
In 2008, Dr. Reyda identified a parasite that was new to the 
scientific record and named it Acanthobothrium larsoni, in honor 
of his mentor at Augustana. Larson, known for his great sense of 
humor and love of teaching, specialized in invertebrate 
zoology, entomology and parasitology, and also taught ecology at 
the College. He was the main collector of Augustana’s invertebrate 
collection, collecting over 1,000 specimens during his time at the 
College. 



DR. TIERNEY BROSIUS is an Assistant Professor of Biology at 
Augustana College and is currently the entomologist in charge 
of curating Augustana’s insect collections. Her research focuses 
on tiger beetle behavior biology and ground beetle ecology within 
urban systems. Tierney has had an interest in insects all of her 
life and began collecting insects for her 4-H collections at the age 
of seven. She continued to pursue her interest in entomology and 
graduated in 2010 with a Ph.D. in Entomology from the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln. Along with a passion for the 
incredible diversity and beauty of insects, Tierney also developed 
a love for drawing and illustrating nature. Along with publishing 
peer-reviewed journal articles on her research, she has a 
forthcoming co-authored and self-illustrated book on insect 
conservation biology, out in late 2016.
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