














What I Want for Mother’s Day, 1991

In 1991, the Arts & Homeless Collaborative invited the Guerrilla Girls to 
collaborate on a poster project with the residents of a New York City women’s 
shelter. The Girls took the words of the residents and turned them into 
poignant posters highlighting problems that homeless individuals face on a 
daily basis, particularly homeless women. This was just one example of how 
the Guerrilla Girls collaborate with other organizations. In 1992 the Guerrilla 
Girls partnered with the Women’s Action Coalition (WAC) to protest the 
inaugural exhibit of the SoHo branch of the Guggenheim, which was rumored 
to contain no women or artists of color. Together with WAC, the Guerrilla 
Girls hosted a postcard-writing campaign and a protest outside of the 
opening. Recently, the Guerrilla Girls staged the Twin Cities Takeover from 
January to March 2016, collaborating with over twenty organizations in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area.   



How Long Did It Take to Loot 
South Central LA?, 1992
This poster makes direct comment on the issues of systemic racism and 
targeted police brutality that still affect us in 2016. Making direct comment 
on the policies of the Regan and Bush administrations, the Guerrilla Girls 
bring up the question of who is to blame for the issues that came to a head 
on March 3, 1991, when Rodney King was beaten by Los Angeles police 
officers after a high speed car chase. A witness videotaped much of the 
beating, and sent the footage to a local news station. The officers were later 
acquitted, and many consider these acquittals the trigger for the 1992 LA 
riots. 

There are direct connections between the systemic racism of 1992 and the 
#BlackLivesMatter activism of the contemporary moment. Created in 2012 
after the acquittal of George Zimmerman for the murder of Trayvon Martin, 
#BLM is a response to the anti-Black racism that permeates American society, 
and broadens the conversation to not only include the ways that Black 
people are often powerless at the hands of the state, but also the ways that 
Black lives are often deprived of basic human rights and dignity. #BLM works 
to directly confront the systemic racism, to work towards a world where 
“Black lives are no longer systemically and intentionally targeted for demise.” 
(blacklivesmatter.com)












